
Appendix C.  Sampling of comments in opposition to electrifying and paving Salmon 
Lake State Park campground and appropriate FWP responses. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
FWP Response:  Everyone’s definition of “camping” is different.  Montana State Parks does not 
discriminate between one type of camping or another.  Our 2006 visitor survey shows that already 
over 50% of the campers in our state parks are using motor-homes and full size hard-sided 
campers.  From our other campground facilities that have electricity, the $5 per night fee is 
covering the cost of providing electricity and therefore, it is not being subsidized.  
 
 

 
FWP Response:  We felt that it was necessary to prepare individual EA’s for each state park, 
especially, since each park is located differently geographically and may have different resource 
issues to address.  Obviously, there are many similarities to each proposal; however, there are 
also some differences that we felt were important to point out.   Electrification will not lead to the 
night skies being lit up any more than they are now when people camp.  We are NOT proposing 
to install streetlights, only provide electrical pedestals that a camper could plug into to run 



appliances, various camping equipment, or health equipment without running their generators.  
Electricity is one of the more energy efficient forms of electricity than the use of fossil fuels.  The 
spending of state park dollars to provide this service to campers is meeting a need that will not 
only enhance tourism but also meet the emerging needs of today’s “baby boomer” generation.  
Even comments from Missoula’s Convention and Visitors Bureau indicate that the lack of 
electricity in our Montana State Parks is a very common complaint by tourists visiting Montana.  
Many anglers to our state parks rely on batteries to power their boats & fishing gear and have to 
run generators to charge them up.  More and more of our camping public carry medical 
equipment needed for their health. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
FWP Response:  After consulting with our legal bureau, and reviewing the analysis of the 
Legislative Services Division, the Department has in fact received the appropriate legislative 
approval for this project [Sec. 23-1-126(4)].  The Department adheres strictly to the Legislative 
process of getting authorization for capital improvements.   
 
Draft environmental assessments (EA) represent the public involvement and reporting 
requirement specified in statute.  The opportunity for public meetings was also presented and 



discussed in each EA.  These EA’s are the established forum for public comments for proposed 
projects.  All public comments received are evaluated and considered.   
 
Finally, should an individual be dissatisfied with the decision reached by the Department 
following the public comment period, the decision may be appealed to the Department Director 
and ultimately to the FWP Commission. 


